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Happy Veteran’s Day
By Justin Brown
Sports Designer | @jbrown_31
Soldiers learn to live by the seven 
core army values as listed on the Ar-
my’s website.
It is these values-loyalty, duty, re-
spect, selfless service, honor and in-
tegrity – that have shaped Jack Robi-
son, senior military science instructor, 
from a young age.
For him, living with these values 
started when he left his Weatherford, 
Okla., home in 1995 to begin what 
has now become a highly decorated 
career in the United States Army. 
Four Bronze Stars (one for valor), 
three Meritorious Service Medals, a 
Purple Heart and numerous oth-
er awards later, Master Sgt. Robison 
is now serving his country from the 
classrooms of Eastern’s Klehm Hall.  
Robison has had a career that has 
led infantryman from foreign coun-
tries such as Haiti, low-crawling 
through the Kentucky bluegrass and 
leaving the comforts of Colorado for 
the front lines of Afghanistan and 
Iraq. Now, he is using those experi-
ences and applying them to his role as 
an instructor in the ROTC program.
“I feel like I’m best suited for some-
thing where you interact with people 
and mentor people,” he said.  
After his first re-enlistment and as-
signment to Hawaii in 1997, Robi-
son was promoted to a corporal at the 
age of 28, where he got his first taste 
of leadership. After being required to 
teach a class on the M9 9mm hand-
gun to his entire battalion, he began 
to understand the role non-commis-
sioned officers play. 
“I didn’t really know all that much 
about the M9 9mm,” he said. “So, I 
had to dig in, research that. But I did 
a good enough job that I got noticed 
for it.” 
The recognition continued to come 
as Robison climbed the ranks while 
serving in positions normally reserved 
to higher-ranking soldiers. After mak-
ing staff sergeant, personnel shortages 
required him to step up into the role 
of platoon sergeant. 
Shortly after Sept. 11, many young 
Americans witnessed the Twin Tow-
ers attacks and followed in Robison’s 
steps by joining the Army, he received 
his orders to Fort Jackson, South Car-
olina, to take on what he said may 
have been the toughest job in the mil-
itary — being a drill sergeant. 
The job requires 120-hour weeks 
instilling a general set of skills in a 
short amount of time to thousands of 
troops who passed through their own 
training.
Veteran brings experience to Eastern
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Master Sgt. Jack L. Robison teaches an Introduction to Critical Thinking class to ROTC Cadets in Klehm Hall Monday afternoon. 
Veteran, page 6 
Speeches, demonstrations to honor veterans
IT IS ALL INSIDE
The Eastern basketball 
team prepare for match-
up against St. Francis at 
7:30 p.m. in Lantz Ar-
eana Friday.
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OPEN SEASON
MARVEL FILM 
REVIEW 
‘Doctor Strange’ movie 
combines great acting 
and special effects. 
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By Kalyn Hayslett
Editor-in-chief| @DEN_news
A table found in cafeterias from 
military branches across the country 
that signifies Prisoners of War and ser-
vicemen and women who were Miss-
ing in Action will be recreated on Vet-
erans Day. 
About 27 third-graders from Carl 
Sandburg Elementary School will 
symbolically set this table during the 
White Table Ceremony.
Every student will have a role in 
the demonstration, whether it is read-
ing about the objects or physical-
ly setting the items on the table, Ann 
Brownson, librarian and coordinator 
of the Ballenger Teachers Center in 
the Booth Library, said. 
A presentation based on the book 
“America’s White Table,” written by 
Margot Theis Raven and illustrated 
by Mike Benny, begins 9:30 a.m. in 
the library’s North Foyer.
Starting with the small table, which 
represents a soldier’s lonely battle, 
each aspect of the table means some-
thing different.
The white table cloth shows the 
soldier’s pure heart, the rose in the 
vase is a family’s undying faith while 
waiting for their loved one’s return, 
and the candle shows the soldier’s un-
conquerable spirit. 
The rest of the items include a rib-
bon, lemon and salt on a bread plate, 
a glass placed upside down, and a 
chair. 
“(The ceremony) helps us remem-
ber that not all servicemen and wom-
en make it back to their homes,” 
Brownson said. 
Brownson said she enjoys see-
ing how the student’s families get in-
volved. 
“A lot of kid’s parents and grand-
parents who have worn their uniforms 
if they have served in the military be-
fore, so I think that’s cool,” Brownson 
said. 
Continuing in last year’s tradition, 
the students will join the annual Vet-
erans Day Commemoration Ceremo-
ny in Old Main. 
Student veteran Paul Higgerson 
and Eastern President David Glass-
man will give a speech. 
The Military Student Assistance 
Center plans the ceremony every year, 
partnering up with the ROTC Pan-
ther Battalion and the music depart-
ment. 
Jordan McLaren, VA work study 
for the Military Student Resource 
Center, said every year, they try to 
keep it interesting by bringing new 
speakers in. 
“We normally have a differ-
ent speaker, taps player and singer,” 
McLaren said. “We try to rotate it out 
so it’s different every year.”
The ROTC members will post the 
colors, which are from the Ameri-
can, Military branches and State’s 
flags and place them on stands. Then, 
the members will take the flags from 
the stand and participate in a “3-vol-
ley salute,” which is the firing of three 
canons. 
Brownson said the students being 
able to hear from veterans and meet 
ROTC members helped them under-
stand the meaning of Veterans Day 
last year, which is something they 
hope will happen again.
“They were very excited, impressed 
and thankful. I think it meant a great 
deal to the kids,” she said. 
Students and faculty can also do-
nate blood at a drive hosted by the 
Red Cross from 1 to 5 p.m. in the 
Student Recreation Center. 
“It’s the second time the Red Cross 
has reached out to us. It’s just a nice 
thing to do on Veterans Day along 
with the ceremony,” McLaren said. 
Kalyn Hayslett can be reached at 
581-2812 or kehayslett@eiu.edu. 
"They were very excited, impressed and thankful. I think it 
meant a great deal to the kids,"
Ann Brownson, librarian and coordinator of the Ballenger 
Teachers Center
Unity Rally about President-
Elect Donald Trump will 
take place from 4 p.m. to 6 
p.m. Friday starting at the 
Doudna Steps. 
A Veterans Day Commem-
oration Ceremony will be 
held 10:30 a.m. in Old 
Main’s Cougill Foyer.
SUNDAY
“Goodness of Music” a 
showcase to support the 
Tanner/ Gholson Endowed 
fund will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Black Box Theatre of 
the Doudna Fine Arts Cen-
ter.
From 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. the 
Red Cross will host a blood 
in the Student Rec center 
At 9:30 a.m. there will be a 
presentation of the POW/ 
MIA Remembrance Table 
in the Booth Library’s north 
foyer. 
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Cook County Board 
approves proposed 
sugary beverages tax 
CAA proposes a downsize 
By Samuel Nusbaum
Administration reporter | @DEN_News
The Council on Academic Af-
fairs discussed study abroad courses 
and downsizing itself at its meeting 
Thursday.
The CAA also voted to add a new 
course to the psychology depart-
ment’s course catalog. It is called 
Cross Cultural Psychology and will 
focus on how culture influences 
thought, feelings and behavior. The 
vote passed unanimously.
During the meeting, the CAA 
looked at revising its bylaws to al-
low it to downsize. The group wants 
to do this because it is having a hard 
time making quorum. 
They also are looking to downsize 
because it will take pressure off the 
members who sit in on other com-
mittees.
Chair Marita Gronnvoll made 
the proposed changes. If passed, the 
CAA would become a group of eight 
members, with the new quorum be-
ing six members.
The members would consist of 
four members from each of the col-
leges as well as four from the facul-
ty at large. They will also drop the 
number of students who are allowed 
to participate as well. 
The number used to be three stu-
dents with voting privileges picked 
by the Student Senate, but the pro-
posed changes will see the num-
ber drop to one student with voting 
privileges.
This change was proposed because 
the CAA has never had three stu-
dents be a part of it.
The CAA discussed reviewing a 
study abroad report and looking at 
how the syllabi are formatted to de-
termine if it fulfills all the require-
ments it needs to.
Gronnvoll  said study abroad 
courses are treated as special top-
ics classes and are not in the regular 
course catalog and therefore, do not 
fall under the CAA’s jurisdiction.
The CAA decided it would put 
one of its members on the interna-
tional committee, so it can have a set 
of eyes on the syllabi to make sure 
they are up to standard.
“We do not want to slow the pro-
cess down, but we need to at least see 
the syllabi to ensure rigor,” Gron-
nvoll said.
The CAA also heard their final 
program review from the theater de-
partment, given by J. Kevin Doolen, 
the department chair.
Doolen said the department se-
cured good standing with the Na-
tional Association of Schools of The-
ater.
A few of the changes the depart-
ment has seen include gaining a new 
scene shop manager and a new de-
partment chair. 
“We are among the most diverse 
majors… for which I am proud,” 
Doolen said.
Samuel Nusbaum can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or at scnusbaum@eiu.edu.
CHICAGO (AP) — A penny-an-
ounce tax on sugary and artificially 
sweetened drinks has been adopted by 
the Cook County Board of Commis-
sioners in Chicago.
The board on Thursday split eight-
to-eight on the new tax, designed to 
raise millions in revenue, but promot-
ed as a way to reduce soda consump-
tion and in turn improve public health. 
County Board President Toni Preckwin-
kle cast the tie-breaking vote for the tax.
Preckwinkle said raising revenue is 
not her first choice, but money is need-
ed to prevent cuts to the county's crimi-
nal justice and health care systems.
The proposed tax generated fierce op-
position from the American Beverage 
Association, which spent heavily to op-
pose it.
Amazon to reimburse 
customers for in-app 
purchases by kids
SEATTLE (AP) — A federal judge 
has laid out rules for how Amazon must 
reimburse customers whose kids made 
in-app purchases without permission.
The Federal Trade Commission sued 
the Seattle company in 2014, saying it 
was too easy for children to spend their 
Lawmakers file bill 
that would lock in 
U of Illinois funding
CHICAGO (AP) — Eight state 
lawmakers have filed legislation that 
would guarantee the University of Il-
linois multi-year funding in exchange 
for limits on tuition increases and 
other benchmarks.
The Democrats and Republicans 
filed the bill Thursday as university 
trustees met in Chicago and passed a 
resolution supporting it.
Democratic state Sen. Bill Cun-
ningham said the bill would help en-
sure the state is getting "real results" 
from the three-campus university sys-
tem.
Univers i ty  Pres ident  Timothy 
Killeen said the legislation would 
NEW YORK (AP) — Demonstra-
tors took to the streets in San Francisco 
and gathered in a New York City park 
Thursday to express their outrage over 
Donald Trump's unexpected presiden-
tial win while Trump supporters took 
to social media and denounced demon-
strators as hypocrites or worse for not 
accepting defeat in a democratic pro-
cess.
High-spirited high school students 
marched through San Francisco's down-
town, chanting "not my president" and 
holding signs urging a Donald Trump 
eviction. They waved rainbow banners 
and Mexican flags, as bystanders in the 
heavily Democratic city high-fived the 
marchers from the sidelines.
In New York City, about a hundred 
protesters gathered at Union Square in 
Manhattan to protest a Trump pres-
idency. They held signs that read "Di-
vided States of America" and "Not My 
President" and "Let the New Genera-
tion Speak!!"
At a subway station along 14th 
Street, New Yorkers expressed their 
thoughts — "Time to Fight Back" and 
"Keep the Faith! Our work is just be-
ginning!" — along the walls of a walk-
way using sticky notes.
On Twitter, Trump supporters ac-
cused protesters of not respecting the 
process because it didn't work out in 
their favor.
Thousands demonstrated Wednesday 
around the country, from New Eng-
land to Kansas City to the West Coast. 
Flames lit up the night sky in Califor-
nia cities as protesters burned a giant 
papier-mache Trump head in Los An-
geles and started fires in Oakland inter-
sections.
In Chicago, where thousands had 
recently poured into the streets to cel-
ebrate the Chicago Cubs' first World 
Series victory in over a century, sever-
al thousand people marched through 
the Loop. They gathered outside Trump 
Tower, chanting "Not my president!"
Since Tuesday night, protesters have 
marched in the Midwest, including 
St. Paul, Minnesota, Omaha, Nebras-
ka, and Kansas City, Missouri. March-
ers protesting Trump's election chanted 
and carried signs in front of the Trump 
International Hotel in Washington, 
D.C. 
Anti-
Trump 
protests 
continue
parents' money while playing games on 
mobile devices. The agency settled simi-
lar cases against Apple and Google.
All three companies now require a 
password for in-app purchases or an opt-
in to enable purchases without a pass-
word.
Seattle U.S. District Judge John 
Coughenour found Amazon liable last 
spring, but he rejected the FTC's request 
for a $26.5 million penalty as excessive. 
Instead, he said Thursday that Amazon 
should notify affected customers and al-
low them to make claims.
eliminate annual budget uncertainty. 
Killeen has pushed the plan in part as 
a response to the state-budget crisis.
The bill would lock in appropria-
tions for the university for five years 
starting with $662 million in 2018 
and changing based only on inflation.
Pence returns to 
Indiana triumphant 
after election
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Several 
hundred well-wishers and a high school 
band greeted Republican Vice Pres-
ident-elect Mike Pence on Thursday 
night when he triumphantly returned 
to Indiana for the first time since Tues-
day's election.
Fire trucks sprayed streams of wa-
ter in the air over Pence's plane before 
it came to a rest as the marching band 
played "My Indiana Home."
The event comes two days after Don-
ald Trump's presidential victory and on 
the same day that Trump met President 
Barack Obama at the White House.
Pence spent part of Thursday in 
Washington, D.C., where he met with 
Vice President Joe Biden and congres-
sional leaders.
Pence has only held a handful of In-
diana events since he was picked as 
Trump's running mate in July and start-
ed making dozens of campaign stops for 
Trump across the country.
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By Chrissy Miller
Campus Reporter | @DEN_News
Larro the Comedian and the 
Don’t We Boys are returning to 
Eastern for “Comedy After Dark,” a 
double-feature comedy night put on 
Friday by the University Board.
Doors open at 5 p.m. in the 7th 
Street Underground of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. University Union. 
Besides the two acts, nachos and a 
build-your-own taco bar will be pro-
vided. 
Sara Triplett, a graduate advis-
er studying college student affairs, 
said she has been working with com-
edy coordinator Nia Douglas to 
make this event possible since the 
beginning of the semester. Howev-
er, Douglas has been planning this 
since last semester when she got it 
approved.
“Nia is really organized, so I’ve 
just been here to support her,” 
Triplett said. “I planned the place, 
and she took it from there. (The) 
7th Street Underground was the 
right choice because of the atmo-
sphere.”
Triplett said while planning has 
been a long process, she is excited to 
see the results of all the hard work 
she and Douglas put in. 
Douglas said coordinating the 
comedy night was fun for her as 
well.
“I’m really excited,” Douglas said. 
“It’s something different. I always 
try to make my events not the same. 
Everybody doesn’t just want to see a 
regular standup comedian. So, I try 
to change the atmosphere.”
Douglas said she decided Lar-
ro was a good choice for her show 
when she spoke with him last year 
because students seemed to enjoy 
his previous performances. Doug-
las said after seeing the Don’t We 
Boys at “Panther Stock,” a series of 
entertainment and activities hosted 
by the UB in the spring, she knew 
they needed to be the other act for 
her event.
“I just knew that I had to have 
them. They had to come back. 
There was no way around it,” Doug-
las said. “They were different. I had 
never seen anything like it. They’re 
like a sketch comedy, improv type of 
an act.”
Douglas said her favorite part has 
been planning the event and seeing 
it come to life before her eyes.
“I have so many ideas, and I al-
ways try to input everything and 
make sure everybody is satisfied in 
the end,” she said. “To go from hav-
ing all these ideas on paper to actu-
ally seeing them come to life is the 
best part.”
Douglas said the show is free and 
starts at 5 p.m. to give it an intimate 
feel while the Union is still open.
“I hope a lot of people come out 
and have some food and watch the 
performance,” Triplett said. 
Chrissy Miller can be reached at 581-
2812 or clmiller9@eiu.edu.
‘Comedy After Dark’ to feature food, laughs
Actors to tackle tough topics in ‘Dogfight’
OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Rose is disgusted to find out the party that she attended with her date 
Eddie was an event composed by him and two of hs fellow marines, which 
involves each of them throwing down $50, competing to bring the ugliest 
date. The winner collects all of the money.
By Angelica Cataldo
Entertainment Reporter | @DEN_News
From the Vietnam War to prostitu-
tion and sexual assault, students will 
tackle tough subjects as part of the fall 
musical “Dogfight.”
Director Anne Thibault, an acting 
professor, said she loves the show be-
cause it is brand new.
“The whole storyline covers the ef-
fect of the male gaze on society. It’s a 
show about young people,” she said. 
“We have a deeply divided world 
right now, and this is what this show 
is about.”
The script is an adaptation of the 
1991 Nancy Savoca film, “Dogfight” 
and it first debuted on Broadway in 
2012.
The story is set in 1967 in San Fran-
cisco and is about Marine Eddie Bird-
lace, who returns from the war in Viet-
nam. He flashes back to a time in his 
life four years before his return home. 
Birdlace, portrayed by Logan 
Schmidt, a junior music major, and his 
buddies from the Marines decide to 
participate in a “dogfight” on their last 
night before being deployed. 
A “dogfight” is a party game his fel-
low Marines played where they would 
pool $50 together.
 The Marine to bring the “ugliest” 
date to the party wins all the money. 
“It’s been difficult but fun. (Bird-
lace) is a really interesting role be-
cause I am not that kind of guy in 
real life, but to really sell the role you 
have to ‘be’ that guy,” Schmidt said. 
“I watched a lot of real war footage, 
which messed me up for a couple days, 
but it helped me get an understanding 
of his story.”
Danny Becker, a freshman theater 
major, also said portraying his charac-
ter could be challenging.
“None of us normally act deroga-
tory toward women and you have to 
constantly remind yourself that it’s just 
your character, and at the same time 
show that we are all humans with hu-
man drives,” Becker said.
Becker portrays the character Bo-
land, who is a fellow Marine buddy of 
Birdlace. Frank Monier, a junior the-
ater and business double major, plays 
the character Bernstein, another friend 
of Birdlace’s from the Marines.
“You have to get the audience to 
see that your character is also human, 
but it’s hard to do,” Monier said. “You 
have to get (the audience) to hate you 
and love you at the same time.”
In the story, Birdlace meets the 
main female character, Rose, and in-
vites her to be his date for the “dog-
fight,” and that is when his story real-
ly begins.
Rose is played by musical perfor-
mance major Christina Peter, who said 
playing a woman portrayed as “ugly” 
in the show is a challenge in itself be-
cause she has the responsibility of re-
laying an important message about 
personal insecurities to the audience.
“We have to keep reminding our-
selves it’s a story that needs to be told,” 
Peter said. “These are real-life situ-
ations and it’s our responsibility to 
bring awareness.”
The show touches on what Thibault 
described as sensitive topics such as 
sexual assault and people’s views on 
women. Although those can be con-
sidered controversial topics, the show 
also has a bit of comedy intertwined 
with its intense plot. 
Kerry Takash, a senior elementa-
ry education major, plays the part 
of Marcy, a toothless prostitute who 
serves as the comic relief.
“The show is very crude about 
women, and the (female characters) in 
the show are seen as objects,” Takash 
said. “Marcy is the comic relief with 
no filter.”
The show portrays the debauch-
ery and sentiment toward women and 
war during that time period and acts as 
commentary for contemporary issues, 
which Thibault said was appropriate in 
light of the recent election results.
Thibault said to accurately tell the 
story as if it were truly taking place 
in the ‘60s, her and English professor 
Chris Wixson provided the actors with 
music, history and lingo from that era. 
Thibault and Wixson also provid-
ed the actors portraying Marines with 
military training from a military advis-
er to practice rifle drills and other mili-
tary details needed for the show.
“You don’t want to tell a story and 
disrespect the people of that time,” 
Thibault said. “It is really important to 
us that we tell the story accurately.”
Thursday night marked the opening 
night for the show as they wrapped up 
dress rehearsals and tech week. 
Performances will be held through-
out the weekend. Shows will be Nov. 
10-12 at 7 p.m. and Nov. 13 at 2 p.m.
Angelica Cataldo can be reached at 
581-2812 or amcataldo@eiu.edu.
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Staff Editorial
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
Cindy Huff
Sean Hastings
Third Party Shock
Reach goals through self-directed learning
Hold our 
new officials, 
politicians 
accountable 
on all levels
So lemme tell you this. Golf can be fun no 
matter how poorly you may be doing. They say 
that “a bad day on the golf course beats a good 
day at work.” That saying could not be more true. 
But sometimes the people on the course make 
you rethink that. 
Over fall break, I went golfing with my friend 
Frank back home and we were having a good 
time out on the course until we hit the back nine.
The front nine was going well for both of us. 
We were shooting the ball great and not losing 
any balls, which was amazing considering how 
many leaves were on the ground. 
The best part was that there was no one in 
front of us or behind us, which meant we could 
take as much time as we wanted, and we did not 
have to wait on anybody to finish in front of us; a 
perfect situation for any golfer. 
The back nine, in stark contrast, was a night-
mare, but it eventually turned into one of the 
funniest things I have seen happen on a golf 
course. 
We got to the 13th hole and that is when we 
ran into the largest group of golfers playing to-
gether that I have ever seen. And I have played a 
lot of golf.
There were six guys playing together, and when 
I say together, I mean all six of them were on the 
fairway and playing at the same time. 
I could not believe what I was seeing. I had to 
count, first off, the number of carts on the fair-
way, then the number of people getting out. It be-
came so funny that I could barely take my swings. 
And these guys played fast for having six guys. 
It was amazing. I do not know if they just hit the 
ball, drove up the fairway and dropped a new one 
or what, but they moved quickly.
And since we had nothing but time, because a 
sixsome will still take longer than any twosome by 
nature, I took my driver and pretended it was a 
microphone like I was a news reporter, and Frank 
recorded it and I documented the rest of their 
round. 
The best part of this wild and crazy golf round 
I was witnessing was my breaking news skit. And 
yes. it was some real breaking news. 
When we got to the 16th hole, out of nowhere 
came a fourth golf cart to join these guys. So now 
there were eight guys playing one hole at the same 
time. There was also a little kid running around 
with them. He did not appear to be playing. 
I honestly have never seen anything like this 
before, and by the time we got to hole No. 17, 
my news broadcasts became more important to 
us than our golf game. That went down in flames 
when I started reporting on the eight guys play-
ing golf together. 
When hole 18 came, we stayed in our golf 
course and reported from a distance, and I whis-
pered to the “camera” (Frank’s phone) as if we 
were watching wild animals like Steve Irwin. 
It may not have been the most ideal round of 
golf I have played, but it sure was funny.
But some advice and a lesson I have for you is, 
if you are going to play golf with some friends, 
have some respect and do not have eight guys 
play on one hole at the same time. It is incon-
siderate. 
Sean Hastings is a junior journalism major. He 
can be reached at 581-2812 or 
smhastings@eiu.edu.
Sean Says: Be considerate while golfing
If your instructor assigns a project for you 
that involves something you know very little 
about, you cannot throw up your hands and say 
“I cannot do that.” Instead, you must develop a 
plan of action to get the job done. 
This is what self-directed learning is all about: 
having the essential skills to work on your own 
by reading, watching videos on Youtube and in-
teracting with others who have more informa-
tion about the subject than you do. 
When we are given the right tools, guidance 
and motivation, we have a much higher poten-
tial for success. Self-directed learners are active 
participants in their own educational process, 
they know what they want to learn and they 
know what it takes to succeed. 
To be a successful learner one must have an 
understanding of how they learn. Not everyone 
sees learning as black and white; there are many 
colors of learning. We all learn in our own way. 
In the self-directed learning process we must 
learn are weakness and our strengths and capi-
talize on our strengths to overcome our weak-
ness. 
We have to set goals for ourselves and reflect 
on how we are going to reach them. When we 
have success we come to understand what strat-
egies we have used to get where we are, making 
us successful learners. 
There are many facets to being a self-direct-
ed learner; we have to think about and balance 
many things (time, for one), and we have to be 
able to work independently and not be con-
trolled by outside forces. We must have the abil-
ity to collaborate with others, solve problems, 
make decisions on our own and plan out our 
next steps to success. Ultimately the importance 
of self-directed learning is to appreciate the 
learning process itself, which can turn us all into 
becoming life long learners. 
We all have access to a wealth of information 
in the world today by simply turning on our 
computers. By reading about things that inter-
est us, we can all become self-directed lifelong 
learners if we are so inclined to do so.
Cindy Huff is an aging studies graduate 
student. She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
clhuff@eiu.edu.
Many Americans used the rights given to 
them in this democracy by turning out and 
voting on Election Day and even before.
Some students waited an hour or two to 
be able to vote early in the Union, and ac-
cording to Wednesday’s article in The Daily 
Eastern News, some precincts saw higher vot-
er turnout throughout the day itself.
One election judge noted the controversy 
in the presidential race as making the differ-
ence in how many people came out to vote, 
while another one attributed it to students 
wanting to make a difference and have a say 
in their government.
No matter what it was, we at the The News 
would like to commend everyone who came 
out to make their voice heard and use a right 
so many people fought to have for so many 
years. The fact that precincts reported seeing 
more student voters is something that shows 
great promise for the future. 
That being said, even though the elec-
tion is over, the work does not end here if 
one wishes to be politically active. Yes, the 
votes are counted and the politicians who 
will potentially be making decisions for the 
next few years are getting ready to be in of-
fice. Some people are rejoicing, and others 
are mourning what is yet to come in the next 
few years. 
But no matter how you feel about the out-
come of the election, you need to keep the 
people who were elected accountable. If you 
are cheering because the politician who got 
elected is someone you hope will put the 
policies you want in action, make sure they 
actually do. Many promises are made during 
election season, and while it would be nice 
to think politicians kept all of them while in 
office, it might take some prodding for them 
to actually do so.
If you are in mourning because someone 
won a race who will create laws or imple-
ment policies that go against your beliefs, 
find organizations who will fight for the 
ones you want. Support candidates who ac-
tually support your beliefs and who you feel 
will do some good in society. 
And no matter whether you agree or dis-
agree with what a politician says, we all need 
to keep them ethically accountable as well, 
and make sure that, especially at a local lev-
el, a tradition of corruptness and greed is not 
kept in our government.
So write letters and emails or call local 
politicians. Keep up with reputable news 
outlets, and call people out if they commit 
acts of wrongdoing.
Go to meetings of your local bodies of 
government to see what they pass and do 
not, and to make sure they are not doing 
anything unethical. They might not be the 
most exciting event to sit through, and there 
might not be many, if any, corrupt acts com-
mitted. But even if we root out and stop 
small acts of injustice, it stops them from 
snowballing into bigger ones. And if people 
know they are being watched and held ac-
countable, they will be more likely to act in 
a way that is good for the public. 
The excitement of election season may be 
over, but your duty as a citizen is not. 
 Cups full of culture 
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Dania Trejo, Alejandro Garcia, and Daniela Gonzalez, students of the Instituto Tecnológico Superior de Cajeme in Ciudad Obregón, Mexico enjoy 
coffee outside of the Jackson Avenue Coffee shop Thursday night for “Community Coffee Hour.” These students are part of a group that have traveled 
from the ITESCA to Eastern to study English for the month on a scholarship, sponsored through The Language Company.
Staff Report 
Eastern students will stay up all 
night to benefit children battling 
cancer Saturday at the McAfee Gym.
Up ‘til Dawn is hosting an annu-
al event to raise money for St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital.
It exists at more than 180 colleges 
across the nation. It has been hosted 
at Eastern since 2004.
According to a press release, teams 
of six raise $600, used by St. Jude to 
make sure no family ever receives a 
bill for treatment.
This $600 is how teams get access 
to the all-night challenge. Last year, 
$16,000 was raised at Eastern for St. 
Jude. This year, the goal is $25,000
Students who want to participate 
can sign up in teams of six at www.
facebook.com/EIUUTD. 
Those not actively participat-
ing can still sponsor a member or 
donate directly to St. Jude. For 
more information, people can visit 
www.stjude.org.
The News staff can be
 reached at 581-2812 
or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
Eastern 
students 
stay ‘Up 
‘til Dawn’
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By Mace Mackiewicz
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
After a pretty dismal second 
half of the year for movies, it was 
nice to finally get something to 
be excited about in the form of 
“Doctor Strange.” 
Most superhero movies this 
year were plain bad or just medi-
ocre, except for “Captain Amer-
ica: Civil War” and “Deadpool.” 
Movies as a whole this year have 
been in a slump.
But “Doctor Strange” is def-
initely the best superhero mov-
ie of 2016 and probably my new 
second favorite Marvel movie af-
ter “Guardians of the Galaxy.” 
Mostly because Strange is a more 
interesting Marvel character than 
others, and also because you can 
watch this movie without need-
ing to watch hours of other Mar-
vel films and still enjoy it.
Before I go into what I liked 
about the movie, I will go into 
detail about some of the prob-
lematic parts of the movie. The 
first being the way Strange gets 
his powers. When medicines of 
the western world fail to help 
Strange recuperate after an acci-
dent, he goes to an Asian coun-
try to find a more mystical way 
of healing and ends up with 
powers.
This type of trope is old, 
but it is weird to see it still be-
ing used in today’s society, por-
traying Asian countries as hav-
ing ancient magical knowledge. 
The other problem I had with 
the movie is most of the people 
in the place that Strange travels 
to for his powers are not of Asian 
descent at all. It’s mostly Cauca-
sian people and a few other peo-
ple of color dressed up in stereo-
typical garb. 
Strange’s mentor, played by 
Tilda Swinton, is not exactly a 
person you would picture when 
you think of someone teach-
ing monks how to use magic, 
and the main villain played by 
Mads Mikkelsen wears tradition-
al Asian garb even though he is 
white.
The one plot-related prob-
lem I have with the movie in-
volves time manipulation. The 
movie states it is dangerous and 
has consequences but does not 
show any of these to be true, and 
the use of time manipulation 
could have saved multiple lives 
throughout the movie. Time 
travel is often messy in film, but 
it creates a pretty big plot hole in 
this movie. 
Beyond these problems, 
though, you have one of the 
most visually stunning movies 
I have seen since “Interstellar.” 
The CGI in the film is pure eye 
candy and is done really well. In 
fact, if you get the chance, you 
should absolutely see it in IMAX 
3D because everything on the 
screen really pops. 
Strange’s super powers are also 
some of the most interesting out 
of any Marvel superhero. He can 
conjure up any weapon like a 
whip using magic, create portals, 
and with the help of an artifact, 
manipulate time. The fights and 
choreography are some of the 
most creative I have seen.
The movie has some of the 
most creative fight scenes and 
uses the magic gimmick to great 
effect without it being mind-
numbing. Even though the fight 
scenes have so much going on at 
once, they are easy to follow and 
really well done. 
His characters’ motivations 
make sense and is not the typi-
cal hero’s journey, destined-for-
greatness type of story. The vil-
lain is also not cut-and-dry evil 
and has a pretty convincing rea-
son for why he wants to do what 
he does in the film. 
The pacing and storytelling is 
solid and is completely under-
standable by anyone unlike DC’s 
two films this year. If you can see 
through the tropes and stereo-
types, the movie is really good. 
I am not a huge Benedict Cum-
berbatch fan, but he is also pretty 
good in this movie. 
The best thing I can also say 
about the film is how accessible 
it is. You do not have to have an 
encyclopedic knowledge of the 
Marvel cinematic universe to 
understand the film. You get a 
complete film with a satisfying 
ending without the context of 
the rest of the films. 
Overall, I would give Doc-
tor Strange an 8.5 out of 10. The 
old Hollywood movie tropes and 
weird casting of certain charac-
ters holds it back from a higher 
score, but it is a thoroughly en-
joyable film. 
Mace Mackiewicz can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or mmmackiewicz@eiu.edu. 
‘Doctor Strange’ is visually stunning » Veteran
CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
After completing his duty 
as a drill sergeant, Robison 
again faced a tough chal-
lenge when he became pla-
toon sergeant of Dog Com-
pany 1st Battalion, 9th In-
fant r y  Reg iment  in  For t 
Carson, Colo. 
He had no combat  ex-
perience, but he was on a 
platoon that already faced 
combat together. 
Robison knew he had to 
earn the respect of the pla-
toon and build a foundation 
of cohesive teams to help 
prepare them for tours in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. 
To do this,  he used the 
same principles he instills in 
Eastern ROTC cadets.
After being promoted to 
first sergeant, he began to 
work with newly commis-
sioned lieutenants settling 
into their first duty assign-
ments — an experience that 
proved valuable to his cur-
rent position. 
Robison works with Lieu-
t enan t  Co lone l  Pa t r i c i a 
McPhillips, and he said the 
two have a great opportuni-
ty in front of them.
“The number of people 
you could impact in the ser-
vice is one of the most re-
warding things for me,” he 
said. “The number of lives 
tha t  you  can  touch .  It ’s 
kind of  l ike having kids ; 
you hope they’ll be better 
than you were and pass that 
along.” 
Graduate student Makiya 
Thomas, in her third year of 
the program, said Robison 
reminds her to always put 
her best foot forward and be 
a leader at all times.
“Everybody is  going to 
be watching me as an offi-
cer to lead from the front 
and not settle for less,” she 
said. “(Robison) is always 
pushing me to run harder to 
motivate my platoon, to al-
ways go the extra mile to be 
first.”
Justin Brown can be 
reached at 581-2812 or 
jlbrown17@eiu.edu.
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ACROSS
 1 Yoda, e.g.
11 Communication 
problem?
15 Last of a series 
of nicknames
16 Zero
17 Billy Crystal’s 
role in “The 
Princess Bride”
18 Enigma 
machine 
decoder Turing
19 It’s not a 
welcome sign
20 Facebook and 
others
21 Primary funding 
sources, briefly
22 Facebook, for 
one
23 Org. whose 
symbol is an 
eagle atop a 
key
24 How garden 
vegetables may 
be planted
26 Upset
28 Manicure 
destroyer
29 Hot Wheels 
garages?
33 Rhoda’s TV 
mom
34 Emerald ___ 
borer
37 Expert savers
38 Constitution 
Hall grp.
39 Marathon 
champ Pippig
40 Mesozoic Era 
period
42 Home of Queen 
Margrethe II
44 Rank below 
marquis
47 “Let’s do it!”
48 Sch. whose 
first building 
was Dallas Hall
51 Matches, at a 
table
53 “Caravan of 
Courage: An 
___ Adventure” 
(1984 “Star 
Wars” spinoff)
54 Some Siouans
55 Bayh of Indiana 
politics
56 Flock gathering 
place
57 Group getting 
its kicks?
59 Rep
60 “I could use 
some help here 
…”
61 First name in 
architecture
62 Place to test 
the water
DOWN
 1 Harry Potter’s 
father
 2 Alchemist’s 
concoction
 3 Frito-Lay chip
 4 “Bleah!”
 5 El Capitan 
platform
 6 Literary hero 
whose name 
is Turkish for 
“lion”
 7 Parts of a flight
 8 2012 
Republican 
National 
Convention 
host
 9 Connection 
concerns, for 
short
10 “Toy Story” 
dino
11 Show 
impatience with
12 Developing 
company?
13 Wrapper 
that’s hard to 
remove?
14 It’s tailored to 
guys
24 Drinks with 
domed lids
25 Interest for a 
cryptozoologist
27 Impasse
28 Quadrant 
separator
30 “___ serious?”
31 Lab report?
32 Pay 
termination?
34 Nielsens 
measure
35 Fancy glasses
36 Malady 
with many 
“remedies”
41 Legal 
precedents
43 Get by
45 Awaken
46 Get support 
from
48 Photosynthesis 
opening
49 Interest of a 
mycologist
50 Quotidian
52 Old dummy
54 “Wait, I know 
that!”
57 Some savers’ 
assets
58 Main hub for 
Virgin America, 
for short
PUZZLE BY ROBYN WEINTRAUB
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CLASSIFIEDS
For rent
Fall 2017. Group of 4 or 5 persons 
needed for 1837 11th St. Close to 
campus. $300 per person, garbage 
and snow removal included. No 
money down at signing. Very nice 5 
bedroom 3 bath, 2 laundry areas, 
detached garage for smokers, pet 
deposit required. Call or text (217) 
728-7426.
_______________________ 11/18
The White House available for the 
fall. (217) 549-9151 or Corrie Rental 
on Facebook. 
_______________________ 11/18
2 & 4 BR apts. 217-348-7746. www.
CharlestonILApts.com
_______________________ 11/30
Fall 2017.  Very nice houses, town-
houses, and apartments for 1 - 8 
people.  1 - 3 blocks from campus. 
Rent:  $250 - $400 per person. 
www.myeiuhome.com  217-493-
7559.
_______________________ 11/30
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor 
www.woodrentals.com Price Roll-
backs! Call 217 345-4489
________________________ 12/1
Spring and Fall 2017: 1,2,3 & 4 BR 
Apts. As low as $222.50. Close to 
campus. 217-348-7746 www.
CharlestonILApts.com
_______________________ 12/12
Space for sale.
217-581-2816
Advertise 
Today
call: 581-2816
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By Kaitlin Cordes
Cross-Country Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Only 14 members of the cross-
country team will represent Eastern 
at the NCAA Midwest Regional Fri-
day afternoon in Iowa City, Iowa.
The women competing for East-
ern include seniors Ruth Garip-
po, Rachel Garippo, Ivy Handley, 
Emily Breslfoard and Julie James, 
along with junior Maria Baldwin 
and freshman Sadie Elliot. Freshman 
Jocelyne Mendoza will serve as the 
team’s alternate runner.
On the men’s side, seniors Riley 
McInerney, Tyler Yunk, Paxson Me-
nard and Juan Barajas will be joined 
by junior Chris Orlow and freshmen 
Marcus Skinner and Robby Prescott. 
Freshman Michael Mest is the alter-
nate.
The Eastern men enter the race 
ranked at No. 15 in the Midwest, a 
ranking given by the United States 
Track and Field and Cross Country 
Coaches Association in early Sep-
tember.
The men will run a 10-kilome-
ter race for the first time this season, 
competing against 33 schools in the 
region. The women will trek 6 kilo-
meters against 36 schools from Illi-
nois, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Mis-
souri, Nebraska, North Dakota and 
Oklahoma.
Eastern coach Erin Howarth said 
the enormity of the race is what 
makes this competition special.
“This is a much more competitive 
and much bigger meet than all the 
others. There’s much more at stake,” 
she said.
Howarth cited Oklahoma State 
and Iowa State as standouts in both 
the men and women’s divisions. The 
two teams were ranked as the top 
two in the region after the regular 
season.
For senior Ruth Garippo, this 
meet is unique because it is her final 
cross-country regional.
“This regional meet is a little dif-
ferent than past regional meets as it 
will be my last ever cross-country 
Regionals. I am excited to represent 
EIU this Friday and race next to my 
teammates, many of whom are se-
niors as well,” Garippo said.
Garippo said for this meet, she 
will continue to focus on the mid-
dle portion of her race, which she 
has emphasized throughout the sea-
son. Last year, Garippo was left feel-
ing content with her performance at 
the regional, and she said she wants 
to feel as though she gave it her all 
this time around.
The women’s team finished last 
year’s regional 21st overall with Bald-
win leading the team with her 67th 
place time of 21 minutes, 42.6 sec-
onds. Handley crossed the finish line 
in 87th with a time of 21:59.8, fol-
lowed by Kristen Rohrer, Rachel 
Garippo and Mendoza.
McInerney led the Eastern men 
last year, finishing 24th with a time 
of 30:40.1. Menard was Eastern’s 
second-highest finisher with a time 
of 31:23.0 at the 52nd overall spot.
Yunk, Barajas and junior Michael 
Brown were the final three scored 
runners for Eastern.
Oklahoma State won both the 
men and women’s competitions, fol-
lowed by Minnesota and Oklahoma 
on the men’s side and Iowa State and 
Minnesota on the women’s side.
Garippo summed the regional 
competition up as a race in which 
athletes give it everything they have.
“Regionals is a ‘do or die’ type of 
meet for many teams, and you can 
feel that excitement, confidence, de-
termination, and nerves coming 
from other teams,” Garippo said. 
“You are surrounded around teams 
who contend for Nationals, and to 
be amongst so many talented ath-
letes is an opportunity no one must 
take for granted.”
The women’s race will begin at 11 
a.m., followed by the men’s race at 
noon on the Ashton Cross Country 
Course at the University of Iowa.
 
Kaitlin Cordes can be reached 
at 581-2812 or krcordes@eiu.edu.
Cross-country to race in regional
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Senior Julie James leads a pack of runners during the Bradley 'Pink' Classic Friday, Oct. 14 at Newman Golf Course 
in Peoria, Ill.
By Mark Shanahan
Assistant Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s soccer team’s 
season came to an end Thursday af-
ternoon with a 3-1 loss to the tour-
nament No. 1 seed Omaha Maver-
icks. 
Although the chance for its first 
postseason win did not go as well as 
they hoped, Eastern’s young team 
got postseason experience that will 
help them moving forward. 
Freshman Jonathan Huerta made 
a big impact for the Panthers and 
was the lone goal scorer in the 73rd 
minute to help avoid the shutout. 
Huerta scored on a free kick from 
24 yards out on a shot to the up-
per-right corner. It was a no-doubt-
er as goalkeeper Joseph Ghitis for 
Omaha did not even move from his 
position in the net.
Omaha came out on the attack 
right away, similar to the match 
earlier in the season and it resulted 
in a goal in the 11th minute. The 
goal came from Fazlo Alihodzic on 
a free kick from about 25 yards and 
the low cross managed to slip past 
junior goalkeeper Mike Novotny. 
Omaha added its second goal of 
the game in the 26th minute with 
a header from Elvir Ibisevic. The 
header came off a cross from Mark 
Moulton who sent it from the far 
side of the field to Ibisevic who 
snuck it past Novotny. The Mav-
ericks took the 2-0 lead into half-
time. The Panthers were outshot 
8-2 in the first half and did not 
have a shot on goal until Huer-
ta sent one right past Ghitis in the 
32nd minute. 
Midway through the second 
half, the Mavericks took the com-
manding 3-0 lead on a goal from 
Noor Hamadi in the 61st minute. 
Moulton’s cross went through the 
box and Novotny collided with an 
Omaha player going for the ball 
and went down, but the ball went 
past them to Hamadi who sent 
a header into the empty net. No-
votny was slow to get up and came 
out of the game with the help of a 
trainer. 
Redshir t  f reshman R.J .  Hi l l 
filled in for the remainder of the 
game. Hill had appeared in two 
games this season before enter-
ing the tournament game. The 
Panthers fought till the end, and 
it showed with the late goal from 
Huerta.
Eastern was outshot in the game 
16-5 and shots on goal 5-2. Fresh-
man Alex Castaneda and senior 
Davis Wegmann were the other two 
Panthers to record shots other than 
Huerta. Novotny and Hill each had 
one save in the game. Ghitis re-
corded one save for Omaha. 
This was the last game as a Pan-
ther for seniors Wegmann, Tim 
Pieper, Gabriel Puga and Miguel 
Carillo. Eastern closes out the sea-
son with a 5-12-1 record,  and 
Omaha advances to the champi-
onship game on Saturday to face 
Denver. 
Mark Shanahan can be
 reached at 581-2812
 or mmshanahan@eiu.edu.
Men’s soccer season ends with 3-1 loss to Omaha
Sports Editor
Sean Hastings
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By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
The men’s basketball team home open-
er is against the St. Francis Fighting Saints 
which will  be the final event during an 
Eastern athletics competition at Lantz Ar-
eana. 
The Panthers won their exhibition con-
test against Eureka College on Sunday in 
blowout fashion, 94-58, but based off last 
year, St. Francis is a much tougher team. 
“We’re really excited after having a three-
point game (last year),” junior guard Cor-
nell Johnston said. “I remember it being 
close and we had a guy make some free 
throws at the end of the game to seal the 
deal.”
“But we’re really excited coming into 
this game with new pieces and players just 
working hard all week. I feel like we’ll be 
ready this Friday.”
Johnston is one of the set pieces in this 
Panthers’ lineup having been the starting 
point guard the past two seasons and he has 
continued to lead the team into this year. 
Johnston will be seeing less playing time 
this year, compared to his usual 35 plus 
minutes last season and he feels the less 
playing time will help him and the team. 
“It allows me to put more pressure on 
the ball,” he said. “Last year we’re playing 
40 minutes and we couldn’t play the style 
of play we wanted to play. It’s going to al-
low me to put pressure on the ball and get 
breaks in between.”
It’s early in the season, but from junior 
wing Ray Crossland, junior guard Montell 
Goodwin, to junior forward Muusa Dama, 
the Panthers are already starting to gel and 
get used to playing with each other. 
Eastern coach Jay Spoonhour said that 
kind of stuff takes time before everything 
is put into place, but as of right now, John-
ston feels the team is bonding well and 
things are working well. 
Johnston said the chemistry is where it is 
at because the Panthers bond off the court 
as well. 
Eastern will take the court at 7:30 Friday 
night against an upperclassman-filled St. 
Francis roster. Each of the five starters for 
St. Francis is a senior and the three main 
players to come off the bench are juniors. 
The Fighting Saints had just one fresh-
man play over 10 minutes in their home 
opener, but he only attempted two shots. 
Things are not too different for Eastern 
as the have just one freshman on the roster 
in Logan Koch, so the rest of the team has 
multiple years of college experience. 
Sean Hastings can be 
reached at 581-2812
 or smhastings@eiu.edu.
Men’s basketball set for season opener
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Casey Teson, a sophomore gaurd defends the dribble from a Eureka gaurd Sunday at Lantz Arena. Teson scored nine points going 3-10 from 
the field and 1-5 from three point range.
By Mark Shanahan
Assistant Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports 
The Eastern women’s basketball game will open 
up the basketball doubleheader at Lantz arena with 
its first game of the season against Millikin Univer-
sity.
The women are looking to avenge a season where 
they finished 3-25 and suffered a 22-game losing 
streak. Eastern went 2-14 against in Ohio Valley 
Conference play and missed the conference tour-
nament for the first time since the 2006-07 season. 
For the second year in a row, Eastern returns 
a young team featuring just one senior in Erica 
Brown. Brown was the team leader in points and 
rebounds averaging 10.1 point a game and seven 
rebounds per game. She also ranked fourth in the 
OVC with 43 blocks last season. Junior Grace Len-
nox is going to be another key contributor for East-
ern. Lennox ran the offense as the point guard and 
led the team by a wide margin in minutes played 
last season. 
The Panthers also return junior Jalisha Smith 
who came on late in the season starting the final 
eight games of the season. Over that eight-game 
stretch, Smith averaged 7.4 points and 5.5 rebounds 
per game. Eastern coach Debbie Black is heading 
into her fourth year as the Panthers coach. 
The Panthers return four sophomores in Hal-
le Stull, Brittin Boyer, Carmen Tellez and Karina 
Chandra who look to have larger roles this season. 
Stull played in all 28 games last year as a freshman 
and started the first 20. She averaged 7.8 points, 5.2 
rebounds and 1.2 blocks per game and had nine 
games where she scored double-digits. Eastern also 
added four freshmen to fill in for the five players 
lost from last season. 
This is the first ever matchup between Millikin 
and Eastern. Millikin comes from the College Con-
ference of Illinois and Wisconsin and finished 9-16 
overall last season. Millikin comes into the season 
without its top four scorers of the season. Devin 
Curry, Rachael Weber and Yanni Saddler return 
with the most experience on the team. Millikin is 
coached by Lori Kerans who will be started her 31st 
season at the head of the program. 
Weber started all 25 games last season for Mil-
likin and led the team in assists with 53. She aver-
aged 3.3 points and 2.6 rebounds per game while 
adding 24 steals. Curry started in 12 games, but 
saw action in all 25 games. She is the leading scorer 
of players who returned this year with 6 points per 
game last season. 
Mark Shanahan can be reached 
at 581-2812 or mmshanahan@eiu.edu.
Women’s basketball 
getting fresh start
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This years Panthers 
team will feature 
many new faces 
By Tyler McCluskey
Swim Reporter | @DEN_Sports
After a week off from competition, the men 
and women’s swimming teams host Evansville 
Friday.
The men’s team lost 188-99 while the 
women lost 164-114. Eastern coach Jacque-
line Michalski said that she started scout-
ing and planned for this meet by looking at 
the times and seeing where the strengths and 
weaknesses are of the Purple Aces. Michalski 
thinks that the Panthers strengths are showing 
so far this season.
“Our strength this year is the breaststroke. 
Matt (Jacobs) and Brandon (Robbins) real-
ly put us in a good position,” Michalski said. 
“They’re going to give us a solid one-two fin-
ish against most of the schools we go against.”
Michalski also said that another strength of 
the team is the 200-free.
“When you put Nick (Harkins) and Jen-
nings (Soccorso-McCoy) and Brandon in it, 
those are our top three guys and that’s a really 
competitive event for us,” he said.
Robbins, a junior, said that one of the goals 
for this meet is to come away with a victory.
“Last week, we kind of knew that we would 
come out with a win. This week it’s a lot clos-
er, a lot harder to tell who is going to win,” 
Robbins said. 
Sophomore Jason Manning said that 
he would look more at the personal side of 
things.
“Just personally, keeping my stroke looking 
good, not falling apart, staying strong,” Man-
ning said.
Both Manning and Robbins emphasized 
how important technique is for this meet and 
for swimmers.
“I’d say it’s like 90 percent of what we do,” 
Manning said. “If you don’t have good tech-
nique, then you’re going to lose a race.”
Manning said that because he swims dis-
tance, keeping his stroke together is impor-
tant because everything counts. Robbins add-
ed that the longer the distance, the more tech-
nique comes into play.
“If it’s a 50-yard sprint, then it’s a lot less 
about technique and more about power and 
speed,” Robbins said.
This meet comes a week before one that 
the Eastern has had circled on its calendar. 
The House of Champions is the meet where 
the goals are to have the best in-season times 
and that annual meet takes place Nov. 18-20.
Robbins said that getting more rest gets 
him in the mindset of going faster. Manning 
said that he uses House of Champions as a 
mid-season benchmark for conference at the 
end of the year.
Michalski said that Evansville is a back-half 
team. Meaning that the team will sit at a cer-
tain pace and pick it up near the end.
“We’ve been in practice trying to make sure 
this week, kind of last week, and even most 
of the semester we’re doing a lot of back-half-
ing,” Michalski said. “We descending a lot, 
making sure each round gets faster as things 
go. We should be pretty prepared to hold on.”
The Panthers take on Evansville at the Pa-
dovan Pool on Friday at 6 p.m.
Tyler McCluskey can be
 reached at 581-2812 
or trmccluskey@eiu.edu.
Swimming teams 
take on Evansville
